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THE AUMY AND TUB PRESIDENCY

Ad officer of an artillery company in tlic Pcnn

pylvania troops now nerving under Ou-
has requested us to give a place in our columns to

the subjoined article. We have yie e 0 110

request with some reluctance, not that there is

any thing in his communication improper for a

citizen to .say or for us to publish, but because the

points which the writer diseases, bo fur as they
Irr brought to bear on thf Presidential question,
are deemed premature for our journal, however

proper their discussion may and will be after the

candidates for the office of President arc definitely
Bcleoled and presented to the country. But, as

the writer claims the privilege of offering his

views in reply to some who have assumed to inter¬

pret the political sentiment of the Pennsylvanians
in the Army of the Potomac, we should do injus¬
tice to the freedom of the press were we to refuse

Ai.exanuria, ViKUitJiA, May 2*2, 1864.

Messrs Editors: I observe in the columus of the

Morning Chronicle of the 21.t instant that some soldier

has called the Editor to an account for his allegation that

McClellan had no friends in the army. It seems to bo

taken for granted by the Chronicle and some other papers
that Mr Lincoln will get the entire soldiers' vote at the

ensuing election. I think that those gentlemen who think

.o will wake up some fine morning along about November

and find that the soldiers' votes dmve played amash with

their calculation*.
1 can't see how the leadera of the Administration party

can ask or expect the votea of the white soldier., for it

¦eems to be the object of many of them to show their ad¬

miration of the black# at the expense of the white soldiers.

Mv attention was called yesterday to an extract Irom a

speech delivered in the House of Representative* by the

Hon. William D Kelley, of Pennsylvania, in which he ut¬

tered tbe following extraordinary sentiment:
- Mr Speaker, the men of this era of whom the poe

will slug m highest strains, the m-u whom the orator will

Tost ellonize, the men in this grand civil war of whom

the historiau will write his most glowing pauegyrics, are

the negro soldiers of the loyal army.
Now the poor white soldier who has volunteered to go

forth ifl the cause of his country, leaving a family and the

comfort- uf .home, receiving the small pittance of thirteen

dollars per montt to undergo the danger, and hardship of
. a campaign, is not willing to give up hi. place upon the

nage of his country's hi-tory (perhaps the only legacy
he can leave his children) to these colored troops and

their white commanders. He does not believe either that

the negro soldier is more disinterested than the white m

the result of the existing conflict. If the South auccee a

a Urge portion of these colored troops would be returned
to their masters in the Booth, and when they reflect that

this war was brought on mainly by tbe sympathy of North¬

ern people for the blacks in their enslaved condition he

must feel that he is not so entirely disinterested as Mr.

Kelley wonld endeavor to make hjm believe But this

seems to be the sentiment of the Administration party, and
in order to make it entirely current, tbe Chronicle, the Ad¬

ministrate organ, calls attention to it in the following
enthusiastic remarks: .1

.. The eloquent words of Hon. Win- P Kelley, of I enn-
svlvaiiia spokeu in the House of Representatives on the
"O h of April in vindication of tbe self-*acnficing spin <¦

^iLw^red Cue-.. will b.
with oeculiar pleasure, and we know tbey will be equal y

gratiljnng to the brave and disinterested white heroes in

the armies of the Republic-
I am a Penosylvanian, aud apeak more particularly for

some regiments from thst State ; and I think I may safely
.ay that Pennsylvania soldiers are one-teim men; they are

Gov Curtin men. All Pennsylvania soldiers idol.ie Curt.n

b«»u.e tbe, know th.t be b»t"

their interest their welter.. It.. eU«
¦ V. Adiniuietretioo, or r.lber tb. *«¦ Drp»rU»eot, hu
t,. tl-»ted tbe .»> .«>«.**» turtl° '
" ' '

du. bim wd tb. «r..t Bute he remote. It
'

d tb.t tbe, r.f»» to How ber to .,«eer lb,
"

< ,bed by the Stat*; that th^y have sent a regi-
troopslorn.. huidftd m4.n inU) tbf

ryportxeot; ...d tb.. Ihey eeen re.
«mo.of U»V,k i. '

iu )o[ tbe
fused to allow tbe Goveroo»

,LuMot. but lu.bed it ,»to tbe «'* .» «

dical students, (known as contract surges.) 0

allowing these men what tbe law allowed-.!* three sur¬

geons w ho had passed the board of medical e*s«j|*tion
for the State. Tbe Governor asserts that this m a oa'pa- j
ble usurpation upon the part of tbe War Department ot a

power reserved to the States by the Constitution; that it
is in violation of existing acts of Congress upou the sub¬

ject, and that he cannot submit to any such inroad upon
the rights of the State. 1 am told that the Presideut
agrees entirely with Gov. Cuitin. but he has not got enough
of old Jackson in him to contend with the Secretary of
"War.
The Republicans in the army say that when they voted

for Mr. Lincoln they supposed he was to have a Republi¬
can Cabinet, and that they never bargained for a portion
of the l,er«mjf>on Cabinet of Buchanan's Administration
I believe a majority of them are for Chase, or " old limn

lack," as they call him ; they say he furnished the grea.e

-while Mr. Slantou ai,d Gen. Halleck were running the ma¬

chine the lust three years, aud a man who could do this is

certainly entitled to the highest honors at the hands of his

country. .

The Democrats in the army are fur Grant or MeClellau

Borne of them now .peak of Hancock, and what a candi¬

date be would make! H- is the admiration of the wboie
urn r His name is in every soldier s mouth. He is a de-
M-»tidant of old John, whose name strnd. forth so eonspi-
cuously upon tbe Declsratioo ot Independence and he has
luheriU-d «ll the patriotism and all tbe courage that stands
forth so defiantly in that bold signature U» the great pro¬
clamation of human rights. He would sweep tb . one hun
dred thousand soldier votes from Pennsylvsnia cle«n.

Pennsylvania Boliher.

NKW YORK METROPOLITAN FAIR

TRKAHiiRrn'H Office,
A'o 2, Great Jonrt gtrrrt.

The Treaaurer Metropolitan Fair aubmita the fol

Kwidh atateinent of account to date :

Em.p.n R. Stroni;, IiWUIW, in account with

Thf. Mktr0I'0I.:tak Fair Ahbociatio*.
Dr.

To amount of caah aubacriptioua received
to date $f>00,a» 71

To amount of caiib receipt*, Fair 14th
atreet Department.................. M2.190 7

To amount of cash r.-oeip'*, Fair Union
aquare Department, per K. Judaon
Dawiry, Treaaurer II. H D 04 356 00

Toui $ i.idg,946 r»o
Cr.

Jly amount paid i*tr Expen-
aea to date, I4th i'treet
Department........... .1<12.r>,274 41»

.By amount paid for Expen-
ae« to date, Union aijuare #

Department.....*..... 10,9.r»0 f»H

By caah paid United Rtatea
Sanitary Commiaaion... $1,000,000 00

$1,13022Ti 02

Way 17, 1HT>4..Balance on hand thia day 00,721
ELLEN R STRONG, Treaaurer M F. A

New York, May 18, 18G4.
The underpinned, a Committee appointed to audit and

examine tbe account* and buoka of the Finance Depart¬
ment, John H. Oourlie, Chairman, and Mr*. Ellen K.
tHrong, Treaaurer of the Metropolitan Fair, report that

tiey have cai'efully examined the tatne from the commence¬
ment of the buaiO^aa of the Fair to the preaent date, awl
JM tbtm correct in every reapect.

J. A ROORKVF.LT,
WILLIAM T HLODOKTT
0 JIOODF.N

TUW H4TTLKM Ibi UKOM01A

GKN. HHKRMAN 3 CAMPAIGN.

A correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette with the

Army t>f Geu. Sheruiaa furnishes a biief view of the

general feature* of the successful cuupii|n ol that officer
down to tbe I'ith inatr.ut, when our force* had occupied
Reeaca. Wo quolo from a letter dated at that place oil

Llie l?lh :

"The preliminary operation** of (leu. Sherman'* cam¬

paign Hre already kunwu to the public.the masking of
Geu. Thomas' aiuiy at Chattanooga; the advance to
Ringgold, and the passage of Taylor's R'dge i tbe march
of McPherson from Huntsvilte, Decatur, and other places,
toward the great theatre of operation* in North Georgia;
the df-acout of tich' field froui klast Tennessee to form
part of tho left of the grand army.all these thing* are

known.
" Equally well understood are the next aerie* of move¬

ment*.the march from the eastern foot of Taylor'* Ridge
to the weateni base of the Cbattagoota Mountain ; the
occupation of the town of Tunuel Hill by a portion of Pol-
iner'* Corp* ; the retreat of the enemy, alter some insignifi¬
cant skirmishing, from the Tunnel Hill range of eminences;
the movement of Schotield and Newton along the eaat *ide
of Rocky Face, a part of Cbattagoota Mountain; the
usceut of the northern *lope o( the ridg<> by Harkor, until
stopped by an aim *t impassable ravine, aero** which the
eucmy opened u fierce fire; the splendid achievement of
Col John (.». Mitchell, in driving the rebel* from the
mouth of Buzzard Roost (Jap, taking possession of three
hill-" at ii* western entrance, thus closing it a* afl'ectually
against the rebel*, should they attempt to a**ail our rear

through it, a* they bad closed it against any direct ad¬
vance of our* up"ii Dalton ; the lenrless charge of Col. B.
F. Seribner aero** sumo opeu field* to the right of tho
Cap, by which he cleared every thing except the riiige
itself of the rebel sharpshooters, and then retired with liirf
troop* orderly a* if on parade, although exposed to a

plunging fire from six piec.-s of artillery ikj the summit of

Rocky Face ; the brave but unavailing effort of Gen. G>'ary
to penetrate the enemy's strong barrier by way of Dug
Gap. I cannot now pauae to dwell upon any of tho»eH
Hereafter, even the hurried correspondent, grasping at
events as they pass*, may find time nnd opportunity to
uotice some of them tit greater length.

" But no one of these achievement*, nor all of them
c>mbiiird, had or could piit u* in possesion ol Rocky
Face Ridge, the impregnable ramp'irt upon and behind
which the reb-la lay, and which we must either penetrate
or turn ere we could ever hope toaee Dalton. Boldly and
abruptly the ridge ri»es out of the valley, covered to its
?ummit with a thick growth of piues, and traversed by
innumerable ravines. Two-third* of the way up, the indi¬
vidual seeking to ascend is met by a stupendous cliff, ruing
perpendicularly to a height ranging from twenty to sixty
leet, Hccordiug to locality. Could we hope to storm this
ridge? A line of skirmisher* could defeud it against a host.
Could we hope to pass through Buzzard Roost Gap, lined
,ts it was with nfl- pit* and cannon? Annihilation awaite 1
the force that should attempt it Could Schofield proc«pd
down the valley, along the east side of the ridge, and effect
«n entrance into Daltrtn in that way ? By *o doiug he
would cut himself off from support by the rest of the army,
and probably be crushed by the enemy massing his forces
against him. Besides, before going far upon his way, he
would find another gorge almost as easily defensible a» that
of Buzzard ftoost

" All this we had discovered last February, when Pal¬
mer, under the direction of Thomas, recounoiterod that
stronghold of the enemy; but it is sometime*well to learn
a lesson a second time. Four day* we lay at the foot of
Rocky Face, engaged in almost incessant skirmishing with
the eiirmy'* Wiarpshooters, effecting little or nothing to¬
wards the acTuipliflimeut of our great object, and loving
about eight hundred men.

" But a blow was about being struck in another direc¬
tion. Twelve or fifteen mile* south of Buzzard Roost i*
a long oblique cut in Chattagoota Mountain, called Snake
Creek Gap, from a small stream which, running through
the cut m a southeast direction, finds it* way iuto the Oos
tenau'a below Resaca. Thither McPherson, with partsof the
ir.tu and l(i;h Corp*, wended hi* w«y.after passing through
Ship Gap in Taylor's Ri«lge, and marching by tLe town of
Villauow. It was oil Monday, the !>th of May, when he
reachi d the western entrance of Snake Creek Gap, and
prepared to wrest it fr. m the enemy. Singularly enough,
it Lad beeu left, both unfortified and unguarded by the
reikis; a brigade which wm hurried forward to dispute
McPherson * passcge Came too late; and ere the day was

ch *eJ that General lound himself in full possession of this
important pa.**, vvilb scarcely the firing of a gun.

" Cu Tuesday, the ll'th, uen. Dodge with two divisions
of the Itkh Corp*, clorely supported by Qeu. Logan with
the ICth iiioV'd fiom the moutli of the gap, past t!.e Sugar
Valley post office, drove iu toniue small bodies of rebel
skirmishers, and actually advanced to the range of hill*
which, in this direction, overlook Rtsaca. There were the
enemy's formidable liu«*s of work* in open view.not so

¦trong indeed a* they were allerward made, but formida¬
ble, nevertheless, even at that time llad Gen. Dodge
thought best to do so, or hikd Gen. MePkjersou deemed it

prudeut, we might then have occupied these works,' for
they were defended by only a couple of the enemy's bri¬
gades. The reason we did not then take possesion of
Resaca i* probably b« ctuse it wa* not at that time deter¬
mined by the commanding General to make hi* principal
attack Ubou the enemy's left wing.
"A portion of Hooker's corps went down to the gap on

the llth and pa-red tlir<ngi» On the morning of the I'itb
the Fourteenth Corps, Geo. Palmer, its march for
the samo locality. Geary's division, of Hooker'p Corps,
preceded ; Schofield's corpc 'ind NeWton's division of How¬
ard's followed. Statdey relieved pavi* at the mou h of
Buzzard Roost Gap, and Vi ood shitted down toward the
right to support Stauley. Howard remained With Wood
nnd Stanley ready to carry these two divuions into Dalton
a* roou as tbe attack upou the ribel left should compel
them L. withdraw from Buzzard Roost. As long ns the
«reaf movrmNU ; .ward Snake Creek Gap wa* going on it
was Howa-d's business to t.' ep HP a* much noise as po*
sible.at liuzzaru *oost, ill order to fcceire t.ie enemy as

to what was taking place, u id make btm u-lieve a, |o.jg
as poM-ible that tb« assault was to be made directly in
fro-it. Accordingly, 1 ng «»t;»r we had left Buzxtr I R. ost,
on the morning of the l'ith, we r«mW bear Howard's can

non poundi- g away lively as ever.
" All along tb« road fo Snake Cre<-k Gap I found the

country deserted, as usual, when our army fimt piis>e*
through; and tb' members of the only family I saw in the
ent're fifteen md-s ride to Nn-.kfl Creek Gap gave me in
answer t<> my question. " Where are the people gone?"
the invariable arn^wer," Down below!" meaning, of course,
further South. .

" 1 pairt d on through tbe famous gap, which is some

four or five miles in length, and found that infantry, raval
ry, and artillery covered tBe earth wherever tho eye wis

directed. 'Ihe gap throughout its whole extent lit-rally
swarmed with living uk-u. It o*Jiad to my mind the mighty
hoais of which we read in aucirnt history, facred and pro¬
fane. As 1 passed on the inunei se inas*e* every where
confronted me Surely no nobler body of men, in all that
Constitutes genuine nobility, wm ever collected together
up .n th.s continent. Here was a force uiueu larg* r t an

that with which Napoleon, wh^n a mere boy, won a score
of pitched battle", destroyed four in ghty armies, conquer
e«l all Italy, and sent tbe Austrian eagles tcreaming with
terror t>ack over tbe None Alps. Th* pride, the rtower,
the chivalry, the strength of the whole vast Vf est was

b»Te In able hands how effective it might be made for
the suppression of treason and ths adviucement ol our

glorious cause ! Was it in such hand'? The ardent en-

thusiart might answr unhesitat ngly in the sflirmativs;
tbe thoughtful patriot could only hope a d pray.
"All this day the army wisem ployed incoming through the

gap, arid grtting into position on tho eastern side Strange
that tbe eneuiy never one* attempt* d to interfere with our

arratigemenla ! Had be thrown himself, with determined
valor, upon the besil* of our columns, a* they w*re <tehoueh-
ing into the plain, he might have inflicted upon us n heavy
loss, and given lis a world of tronble. But he was busy
str» n*thening hi* d"fenecs at Resart. All the operations
of our army were covered with consummate skill by ibfc
civalry, and it may be the enemy did not even know our

infantry was through the gap until a corps or two was in
line of battle upon the eastern side.
" F<arly on the morning of Friday, the 1 Itth of May, pre¬

parations were made to advance toward Resaca Gen.
Kiipatrick galloped fortn to beat tip th* enemy's pickets.
While he and member* of hi' staff were in advance of his
men, be fell into an ambuscade laid by a small party of tho
enemy and receired a painful, although not dangerous
wound Both he and his staff escaped with some difficulty
from tbe rebels. The command of General Kilpatrick's
division now devolved upon Colonel Murray, Third Ken¬
tucky cavalry, heretofore commanding a brigade in the
division. H could not have fallen into better bands, for
Col. Murray is a young man who, truly as any with whom
I am acquaint^, represents tbe chivalry of Kentucky. The
command of C<4. Murray's brigade devolved upon Col.
Atkins, JfcJd Illinois, and this too was fortunate, for the
army contains no better man than he. '1 he cavalry opera¬
tions were conducted to general satisfaction all through
the day.
"At one o'clock P. M news arrived that Gen.IToward

had passed through Buzzard K<«ist Gap and entered Dal-
toii, finding the place entirely evacuated by the enemy.
Shortly .after the announcement of this intelligence Oster-
haus'sand Harrow's divisions of tbe Iftik Corps. L nan'*, be¬
gan to ad V aire toward Reinca. Tbe rebel* retreated rapidly
until they c«me to a point where the Sugar Vailey road,
which so Isr runs neatly south, bend* suddenly round some

steep hills to the east, and pasting through a ravine be¬
tween two hills, continues its Course to itesaea. Here a

heavy skirmish commenced, and at li P. M. the enemy
opened a batU-ry of I i pounders upon our troops, and
shelled them most viciously. Our own batteries replied
witlf spirit and » fleet, and a charge being sounded, a part
of Osterhans's division rusb-Ml forward and carried the bill
upon which the rebel battery had be^n f4fc«ned. i'be rebels
withdrew precipitately into tb«*ir works, and this initial
success encouraged our men greatly, it exasperated the
rebels, however; lor, concentrating the fife from a dozen
cannon upon Ibe summit of tbe bill, tbey hurled round shot

fed aii*!! U M rWllOIMl/ UMgjWibi oould continue there alive. But Foelhuer . mo weU. batteries w*r* out to I* .niimuUtrd Wf^orethw,
wera th* '.Tlh Missouri infantry which occupied the hill.
The former returned fire for fire, and Jh"close to the side of the eminence, held fast to their poaitif n.

The firing at last ceased ; and just as the sun was about t<
go down Sherman, Thorns. Elliottand other Gmera .

cam* up t<> the summit of «he height, aud through their
ulHh.es viewed lou>; and attentively tho rebel works wound

sun hud uot risen on the morning of the 14th
Haturday, when the akirmiabiuK recommenced; aud uutii
2 P M there whs not a single uiinute in whieh the drop-
ping sound of musketry could not have beeu heard. It
was hall past twelve, perhaps, when the rebel, opened a

severe fire of both small aruis and artillery upon the left
of the Fifteenth Corps. At the same time the
battle could be distinctly heard away to the left. lhi«
last whb readily understood.

. ..
" Alier entering Dalton the day before, and finding

untbing there save a ruined and deserted town, Howard,
with Wood and Stanley's divisions, had moved rapidly
southward, to effect a junction with the remainder of the
army. The rebels were making a feeble effort Co preveut
this, and hence the firing upon the left. By BOOU the
pickets of Howard communicated with tbo>© of Schofield,
or rather with Newton's division, of his «>wn corps, which
had marched d-wn the western side of Rocky 1 ace, and

passed through Snake Creek Gsp, m company with
Schofield. Half an hour lutoi the lines communicated,
and thus the eutire army was again united and in wd*91". 01
battle surrounding the enemy's works.Howard beiug
upon the extreme left, Schofield next in order, H.jnkernext. Palmer next. Logan next, and Dodge on the right
"Whoever would form a general idea of the field ol

buttle has only to conceive of a river, the Oosteuaula,
with a great bend ; at the middle ol the sem.cirole thus
formed is the to«n of Ke.aca, through which runs the
Western and Atlanta railroad. '1 he rebel works extend
generally north and south in front of the town, bending
eant and we.t at the extremities, so as to rest both flanks
upon the river. C >utside of this arc. and in a manner sur¬

rounding it, extend our lines. A little stream called Camp
Creek llows through a narrow valley with precipitous
blulls on each aide. For more than a mile our lines ex¬
tend ou one side of thi* valley aud the rebel lines ou the
other. The opposing armies shoot at each other across

thit valley. A country abounding in steep hills thickly
wooded, with almost impassable ruvmes, and with here aud
there a cleared patah of ground, make up the remainder of
this great theatre of warfare where two mighty armies
were about to enact another tragedy.
"The rebel army was divided into three great corpi.

Hardee's on the right, H»od in the centre, and Polk on
the lelt All the reiufoicements brought up from Mobile,
Savannah, and other parts wore distributed arnoug theoe

th" About one o'clock it was determined to attack the
enemy's centre, partly for the purpose of directing his at¬
tention from the lelt of the Fifteenth Corps, where, a. I
have said, he had commenced a fierce fire, but mainly to
test his strength aud determination, and if possible to drive
him from his works upon this ptrt of the field.
"The attack was commenced by 8chofield, who, with

Newton, advanced gradually up to the enemy's works,
Wood and Stanley pressing closely the extreme rebel "«ht.
Further to our right Carlin's mid King's brigades °tJ('hu
son's division assailed the enemy's lines in front of them
with great vigor and determination. Never wan held more
stubbornly contested. Officers vied with the men in acts
of daring. Judah's division of Schofield's corps blated
like a volcano all round a low hill upon which were the
rebel works they designed to s!orm. But every instant
their ranks were thinned by showers of bullets and grape-
shot hurled amongst them by the rebels, who fought with
compai alive seci-nty inside their r.fle pits. Our line wa¬

vered Turchin's brigade o? Baird h division was ordered
to the rescue As a portion of Johnson's men had done,
thev hurled themselves down the almost perpendicular
blurts of which I have spoken, waded through Camp creek
waist deep at the foot, a .d attempted to charge across the
valley under a most murd-rou* fire. The charge was un¬
successful.the bulk of the brigade withdrew ; but a cou¬

ple of regiments crossed the valley, and, taking shelter
under the, very blufli upon which the enemy's works were
constructed, lay there in comparative security uutil the
friendly i ight came on, when they quietly withdrew.

" Col Johu G. Mitchell's brigaiK of Davis's division,
was now sent to the assistance of 'I urchin. It came gal¬
lantly into the fight, as does any bodv of troops with Col.
Mitchell for a leader. But the relentless storm from the
enemy's works*fell upon it also; the Colonel himself nar¬

rowly escaped death, a ahell exploding at the
horse, a huge fragment knocking to flinders the field-glass
which hung at his side, and which alone saved his life. '1 he
order was finally given (or the whole line to withdraw,
which it did in good ordfr. The euemy had been driven
from a portion >f his outer line of works, and although we
did not occupy them at that time the fire of our artillery
was so effective that the rebels never reoccupied them.

" Joe Johnston now determined to assume the offensive
in earnest and began massing his troops upon bis right,
with the desigu of turning our left Tho movement would
probably have been successful, had it not been discovered
in time and prevented. To Lieut. W. L. Shaw, of Gen
Hliott's staff, the honor of the discovery belongs. irom
a bill upou the right of < ur lines, his keen eye detected
the rrb.-l columns m -vlng toward our left. Hooker was

instantly dirpatchedto breast the coming storm, but before
be could arrive it burst upon a portion of our line. Croft s

brigade of Stanley'" division occupied an advauced position
to the east of the Tilton anJ K-saca road wfaioh Stanley
had been ordered to hold. Upon this brigade the rebels
fell in imnien*e numbers, arid alter a galla>it rVistance it
wbh broken and pushed back. As it emerged from the
woods tho road, and came across »ome> open fields
we-t of the same, th. enemy pressed after it with terrific
veils. It seemed *« if the lelt was really about to be
turned but Simonaoo's old battery, the ijth Indiana, was

p Ved at. th« we.Lerij edge of tuts lield, aud it* the rebels
advanced it poured into them so destructive a flre of grape
and cmister, that notwithstanding they ru-bed with deter¬mined hotvery to within a hundred f-rt of the battery, tney
were fina ly dr ven back in gn at di«>rder. A brigade of
Hooker's men, which had arr.ved at the niok of time, con-
tub .ted "leatly to tbia result, aud manfully supported the
battery. "

...
" Just as^he ba'tle ended upon the left, a terrible con¬

flict brok* out upon the right During the, afternoon por-
ti am of Logan's Corps and Sprague'a brigade of the Mi
k,«tth Corps had dis'olged the eu. ui> from a line of works
almost exactly i» front of the town. Just
reb W made a desperate effort to regain tbetn With long
lines of infantry, who^e fixed bayonets glittered in the
moonlight, they charged up the hill upon which the worjis.
W»re eitualed. aud forced ihe>|r way to the very foot of the
b ilwt.n" Bot a deadly fire from tho Upion lin< (| mowed
Lher.i down, until at Ia*t they gave up the frilitle«« <K»ntest
a id II d with praeiiwUtMH. and terror down the heigttU.
It v>M nearly ten o'clock before the stoiiu of battle oeased

" Karly onSundaj morningth-1 skirmishing recommenced,
but it wit not until about hilf pa«t one that any thing ot

importance took place. (It should be..b»*rv»d ke»e that ln
order to fill up the gap occasioned by Hooker's withdrawal
the day before, th* whole of I'.loi r's Corps w*s_ shitte l
to the right, or rather wa« expanded M as to cover twice
as much ground as it did the day before ) Hooker was now
npou the extreme left, and about oue P. M commenoed a

gem ral assault upon the works immediately in front.
With dauntless bravery hit men advanced to tho attack,
am". Ward's brigade of Rutteifl Id's division stormed a
small b.rt and captured (our pieoes of artillery. A tro-
mendous fire troui a long line i l rebel rifle pita, behind and
aro-ind the fort, compelled the greater portion to retire;
but enough remained to boll the cannon and prevent the
reb-Is from tecaptnring the works. In thii fight. Col.
Harrison, 70th Indiana, wh . assumed c mmand of Ward s

hritade upon the latter being woun led, particularly di«-
tinuishfd himseiT.

Our plan of battle for tho coming day was to ma«« thp
bulk of our forces upon the wings of our army, assailing
the rehela <;n !>->th flunks at once, while our centre was
held by a single line. Had thi« design b^en Known to tbe
enemy he might hsve attempted to break our centre dur¬
ing the night. Cons- quently the utmost vigilance was ex¬
ercised after dark aud tome rapid firing which took place
in front of Johnson's division about midnight caused the
whole army to stand to its gunsj but at that very hour
the rear guard of the rebel forces was evacuating Hesaca.
The firing precipitated its movements, because the rtbels
in the town suppo»ed we hal disc ivered the retreat hud
were about attacking in fore In tho middle of the night.

" When Monday morning dawned not a rebel, save n>ai«
stragglers, was tu or around Hesaca. Mcl'nerson imme¬

diately started in pursuit. Kre this his advance must have
reached Calhoun: and, whil* 1 am warned that the 16th
of May has parsed away and th*> 17th w about to dawn, I
see the Army of tbe Cumberland filing out from lteaaea to
Join in the chase."
A correspondent of the Cincinnati Commercial refen

more in detail to the movements which suriceeded the
evacuation of Resaca, and to the lossea of both armies in
the previous battlea. We quote the following!
"The morning (of Monday, the 10th) was very bright,

but the whole vail, y wa« filled with smoke and fog. At
davhght not a gun was h^ard Newton immediately ad¬
vanced U» leel the enemy, and discovered that they had
disappeared. Immediately upon being informed of the
evacuation of the valley, Gen. II ward inf.irined Oen.
Hherman, and our lines at once advanced. It was discov-
er»d that the enemy had made good his retreat, carrying
off all his arUUery, but destroying bis wagon trains by fire
lei-t they should fall into our hau ls.
"1 have juat made a lour of the field on the left, and

find it covered witfc rebel dead and wounded, all of whom
were lelt in our hands for burial and treatment. Prisoners
at the hour 1 write (nine A. M ) are being brought m by
hU" The victory is oomplfte so far, bnt would have been
more so bad McPherson s corps bean enable.! to cro«s tbe
river and take a p.nition in tbe rebel rear. Mcl herson
made several att. mpta to throw down the pontoons and
cross hia corps, bnt the enemy poured auch a raking fire
into his pontoona that tbe work had to be abandoned.

* OM total MMM »M MMM II ffOM *>U» to
thousand, of whom fully two thousand »r« to slightly
wounded la tfce bauds and ft*! thftt tbey will bo fit for duty
in two ur three weeks. The killed will amount to about
eight hundred, among whom are umny brave officer*, wLo
hrve loft*behind them brilliaut record*. Ohio bu lost her
full proportion; Indiana, too, will uiourn the loss of many
of her brave son*.

" Tbe euemy's losses arc fully sn large as ours, if not
larger la every asaault upon our line* their loan watt

very heavy, and they were driven back, leaving huudreda
of their killed and wounded in our bauds eaob (lay.

" We have taken nearly four thouaaud prisoners and
deserters, including uiany oolonela, lieutenant colonela,
majors, and many iue and staff officers. Many of them
were willing priaonera, who remained in the reoel worka
and surrendered when we advanced in pursuit.

" On the evacuation of the valley, the enemy croaaed all
his cara aud looomotivea and burned five apaus of tbe rail¬
way bridge, which oau be repaired, however, in ena or

two daya.
"At nine thia (Monday) morning Hooker's corpa threw

down pontoona and crossed near Resaea, while Bchofield is
crossing ttn the left near Peltoo. The cavalry under Stoue-
uitn aud McCook commenced the pursuit early iu the morn¬
ing, and at the present writing they are engaging the euemy
with artillery. Brisk firing can be heard aud the rebel
rear guard are evidently meeting with a warm parting sa¬

lute from our cavalry, which this aeasou ia in excellent trim
aud superior to that of former seasons.
"Two battles, two defeats, and two retreata have ao

diapirited the enemy that it ia almoat idle to speculate
upon what he will probably do, or where he will make bia
next atand. Sherman is too much for Johnston, especially
on the flanking process, and it is not unlikely that the
rebel chieftain will retreat until he reaches the Altoona
range of mountains, where he can better protect his flanks
than he oould at Buzzard Roost and Sugar Valley.

" Citizens and deserters say that the Altoona Mountains
are filled with very powerful foitifications capable of great
resistance, and that tbe enemy will make a atand there
aud give ua battle. Be that as it may, tbe country may
rely upon Sherman aud Thomaa, and the invincible force
they cummtud, for working out a more glorious vietory
than the one just achieved.
"For the benefit of those croakers who are never satis¬

fied with the results of our movemeuta upon the enemy, I
will briefly state wherein our victory cousiats. We have
driven the enemy over forty miles, compelled him to evacu
ate a position at Buzzard Boost that may be juatly styled
the atronghold of the Confederacy; recovered a large
amouut of territory ; repulsed Johnston-in every attack
upon our lines; taken four thousand priaonera, and com¬

pelled him to abandon bis fortifications near Resac*. and
destroy his whole ammunition and supply trains ; inflicted
heavy losa upou him, aud demoralized his army to a great
extent. As an offset, the enemy has taken but one hundred
or one hundred aud fifty prisoners, inflicted a loss upon ua

equal to their own, aud by their precipitate retreat stimu¬
lated our troop* to greater efforts when they meet Johns¬
ton aud his horde upon the field of battle.

' To show that Sherman ou bis advance into the heart of
Georgia is strongly in.earnest and determined to conquer I
may stuto that he keeps the railroad communication with his
army complete. Three hours after tbe evacuation of Dal-
ton heavy trains loaded with supplies arrived from Ring¬
gold, aud before night the town presented quite a business
aspect. The rear-guard of the euemy had not vacated
Resaea two hours ere the familiar whistle of Sherman's
train was heard by the retreating atmy Tbe telegraph
line was kept up well by Captain Van Duzen, who followed
in rear of our advancing Columns, and repaired it thoroughly.
" Resaea is now the advanced depot for supplying the

army, which ia well proviaioned with bacon, bard-taok,
coffee, aud all the et ceteraa of the commissary department.

" The strength of the enemy is variously estimated at
from 55,000 to 70,000 by prisoners and deserters. The
better informed, however, place their numbera at T>f> 000
to 00,000, which correaponds with estiinatea furnished by
our scouts Wo have in front Hood's and Hardee'a corps,
with about '20,000 of Polk's army, commanded by the par¬
son in person.among the general officers holding com¬
mands Johuson, Hardee. Hood Stevenson, Pat Cleburne,
aud Gibson, Bates, and Polk."

CAPTURE OF A REBEL MAIL.

For several weeks paat Colonel John Woolloy, Provost
Marshal of Baltimore, baa received information of such a

character as to Induce him to believe that a regular c< m-

muuication is being maintained between certain parties
residing in Richmond at.d Baltimore, and he according¬
ly employed several detectives to detect aud arrest
the guilty parties. On Saturday afternoon the men suc¬
ceeded iu the arrest of two persons iu a small boat about
thirty nules Irom Baltimore, ou the Chesapeake Bay. They
gave their names as William H. Rotters and John Fahay.
As soon as they perceived they were discovered they threw
overboard a lerge rebel mail, tbe most important part of
which was recovered. It consists of about a thousand
letters, a considerable amount of gold, C' nfederato bonds,
United States money, &o. Several of tbe letters are stat¬
ed to be of impottance to tbe Government. Many of them
relate only to family affairs, others are devoted to buaineaa
uj a iters, wbile not * few are of a more affectionate cha¬
racter About five hundred of the letters are addressed
to persons iu Baltimore, and some three hundred are ad-
dressed to persons in various counties of tbe State. The
remaining three or four hundred letters are for persons in
almost every State in tbe country, not a few of tbem being
for parties in New England. The lettera for Philadelphia
and New York are, in several instances, of tbe most im¬
portant character. Tbe examination of this mail has given
Col. Woolley the clue to important facts wbich will soon
be developed, aud the denouement of which will be of in¬
terest to persons iu New York as well as other places. In
many of the lettera remittancea were made by the writera
to tboae to whom the letters were addressed, while in
others money, clothing, &o. are anked for. The corre¬

spondence in many cases is exceedingly humorous, and in
others quite sorrow ful; but we are informed by Colonel
W of-lley that in almost every instance the writers speak iu
the most determined charaeter of their confidence in tbe
ultimate triumph of the South. Many of tbe writers de
tail the wants and privations to which they are subjected,
ai d the high price* of f>od, clothing, Ac. One states that
be was receiving $5600 per annum, but did not depend
altogether on his salary, as he paid $400 per week board,
and tor a suit yf broadcloth be bad paid 9l,u00. for a black
silk h^t $150, aud a pair of boots $250. Tbe price of
board in hotels was $30 per day. One of the writers
states that he purchased a breakfast as follows: One loaf
ol bread $1, lour onions $2, one egg ftOornts; total $3 .r»0,
;ind with ibis uieal lie was tnisfied until the neit day. A
lady states that sbe oould do without another dreqs if she
e<>uid get but oue pound of tea The Spottswood Hotel
and Ballard's Hotel, in Richmond, sl|ow cumpUde hills'of
fare but Immpnse jifipes, fur inst^-ice; Champagne $80
per bottle, old cognac brundy $75, Jeffrey1* ale $15, Al-

pale ale $25. egga $4, hsh $!\ to $7, beefsteak $fl,
coffee and bread $5, tea and bread $.r», vegetables from $lt
to $5 So that a person taking di.iuer at a hotel could get
off with little leas tbau $20. In pearly every lotter the
wrjtera adyise anfl psraiiado tb»»»* to wnom they write to
.end ttosir letters by the fl^g-of ttuee boat .Sun.

FIGHT OF TfTE SARRACUS.

The following account of tbe fight k«twMn the Saitarus
»:id the rebel ram Alhmarlt i* furnished tons by an officer
wbo wi| present. It wu certainly an act of desperate
daring on tli ) part of Oapt Rok to run hia wooden gun¬
boat, right auiidahip, into the iron-clad ram, in the hope of
poanibly sinking her by it* aheer weight, and he would have
succeeded if hia conaorta bad been near enough to aid with
their guna;
" On thef>th instant, in the afternoon, the rebel ram came

down into Albemarle Hound iu the direction of our veaaela.
She had a gunboat with her, and made boldly and defiantly
for the Saxsacu*, Commander Frank Roe, which wan some
distance in advance of onr other vessels. The Hasaacus
moved upoo her aud the ram tired ; but our double ender1
kept right on, delivering her broadmde as she paused the
ram, and then, turning, crossed her atern and engaged the
gunboat, which aurrendered to the Naasacua. Then the
Saasacus turned up m the ram, got her broadaide fairly,
and with her head right, on, at full speed. atruck the rain
a fearful blow, which only brought our Q'-et, light veatel
alongside a gnpi monster, more formidable than the Atlan¬
tic) or the Merrimac, Meanwhile our other boata were a

good distance off, and Capt, Smith, who could have ren¬
dered eftioient service, full four milea. In tbia portion the
ram opened with musketry, and then aenta hundred pound
tills knot through and through the Sasaacua. Still Com¬
mander K<>e held on, trying to force hia antagonist under,
and hoping fur aid. The ihot fl-*w, the guns biased muzzle
to iiiunvle. Only some one to cojjje in, and the victory,
perhaps, ours!

" But suddenly a denae cloud of hot steam arose from be¬
low.terific.awful.every where. No one even could
ae«. Now to be boarded! For the onemy'a shot had
blown up one of the boilera. But a moment and the denae
.team cloud as suddenly lifted, and the iron-clad monster
was aeen retiring. The two vessel* had separated, but the
guna of the Hassarna opened and poured solid shot into the
porta of her adversary, aome of which broke to aplintera
uid flew back on board our ship A frail wooden craft in
death grapple with a foe sending 100 pound balls, and
splintering the sol.d shot of its Antagonist. The engine of
the Rassacns still worked, but of itaolf, and carried her
around, and then fighting the guna all the time, her enemy
innkiog ofl, she drifted gradually out of action, with one

boijur lost and her stern knocked off. And now our other
boata caipe in and battled magnificently, the ram atill re¬

treating and blaalng away at our little vessels, who follow¬
ed h»-r like waapa.

" The sun set upon the engagement, but the guna, fitful,
angry, booming, did notceaae until it wai dark. The ram
retreated up a river, and our men anchored on the acene
of the conflict. The Haasacua kept her prise under ber
guns, and alter the action took her crew on board.

«' The conflict waa short, but awful. Sixteen of the
men or the Haaaacns v9ere horribly scalded, one killed, and
four othera mortally wounded. But few were wonaded
with ahot."

oyyjoiAfc wa* bulletin,
No M .SecriUri) Stanton to Central Dix.

Waul DlCFAMTMKNT,
Washington, May lb.10.46 P. II.

To Major Geu. Dix : Wo have no de-patch*. to-day
from Gen Grant, nor from General* Butler or Sherman.
The report* from tbe Kmmwbn ooufirui the destruction

of the bridge over New River, and the deatruotiou of seve¬

ral utiles of the railroad track, ty Gen. Crook's commaud,
and state that he has fought three battles with Gon. Sam.
Jones and A. G. Jenkins, and defeated them, the rebel
loss being over six hundred killed and three fendred
prisoners. Gen. Jenktbs fell into our hands mortally
wounded.

All of our wounded that can be removed from Fred*,
rickaburg have reached Washington. The rebel prisoners
have been removed from Belle Plain.

Visiters from the Army of the Potomao represent the
troops to be in excellent condition, and reiuforcemenlt
were rapidly arriving.

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 27.Secretary Stanton to General Dix.
War Dkpaktmknt,

Washington, May 19.10.15 P. M.
Major General Dix : No official reports of military ope

rations to-day have been received by this Department
from Geo. Grant or Gen. Butler.
Reports from Gen. Sherman's command, dated at King¬

ston, (Ga.)^ P. M., to-day, announoe that Sherman
reached Kingston and enoamped last nighL This morn¬

ing he advanoed upon the enemy, who again retreated.
The despatch states that while it was being -written

Hooker aud Howards guns were hammering at Johnston
and the two armies were in plain sight of each other, two
miles east of Kiugstun.

Davis's division of the Fourteenth Corps ia in possession
of Home.

Gen. Sherman reports thw weather fine, roads good, and
oountry more open and less mountainous.

Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 28.Secretary Stanton to Gen. Dix.
Washington, May 20, 1864.6 30 P. M.

Major General Dix: This afternoon we have despatches
dated at half-past eight this morning from Gen. Grant.
Last evening an effjrt was made by Ewell's corps to

turn our right. They were promptly repulsed by Birney'a
and Tyler's divisions, and aome of Warren's troops that
were on the extreme right. About three hundred prison¬
ers fell into our hands, besides many killed and wounded.
Our loss foots up a little over t>ix hundred wounded and
about one hundred and fifty killed and missing. Gen. Grant
says that probably our killed and missing are over-stated1
Over twenty five thousand veteran reinforcements have

been forwarded to Gen. Grant. The condition of tjie army,
and his contemplated operations, are entirely aatisfactory.
The army is abundantly supplied.
Under infractions from this Department, Col. Schri-

ver, commanding at Fredericksburg, is arresting and send-
ing 40 Washington a* hostages for our wounded soldiers
sent to Richmond by Mayor Slaughter, an equal number
of the principal citizens of Fredericksburg and its vicinity.
Nine persons are in custody, who are suspected to have
been engaged with Mayor Slaughter. The Mayor had
made his escape before intelligence of the outrage reached
Washington.
Our gunboats have reached Fredericksburg, and the

sick and wounded who could not be transported overland
wilLbe brought here on water transports.
Despatches from Gen. Sherman, dated at Kingston, 10

o'clock last night, state that during the day he had pushed
a column beyond that place after Johnston, as far as Cass
villa, skirmishing the laOer part of the day with Hardee's
corps. Cars were expected to reach Kiogstou to-day.
A hard fight for Atlanta was looked for.
No reports have bien received from Gen. Butler to-day.
Major Geo. Hunter has been placed in command of the

Department of Weat Virginia, including tbe Shenandoah
Valley.
The latest dates from Major Gen. Canby were at Vicks-

burg. Tbe river was reported to be blockaded by ahore
batteries of the enemy at different points, but measures
have been takea by him which were believed to be ade¬
quate for clearing tbe river of all such obstructions, aud
enable him to reach Alexandria, where be will take com-

mind of the army.
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 29.Secretary Slanlon to Gen. Dix.
Washington, May 21, 1864.9 30 P M

Major General Dix: Despatches from Gen. Sherman
state that onr forces found ia Rome a good deal of provi¬
sions and of fine iron works and machinery. We have se¬
cured two good bridges and ono excellent ford across the
E*»wah. The oara are now arriving at Kingston with
stores, and two days would be given to replenish and
fit up.
A despatch juat received from Gen. Banks, dated at

Alexandria the 8th day of May, states that " tbe dam wilt
be completed to-morrow (May 9) and the gunboats re¬

lieved," He.would then move immediately for the Missis¬
sippi.
Gen. Canby waa at tbe month of Red river on the 14th

of May, colli cting forces to aasist Banks if necoaaary
Deapatches from Gen. Butler, dated at 10 o'clock last

night, (Friday,) report that he bad keen fighting all day
the enemy endeavoring to eloae in on onr lines. We shall
hold on.
We have captured the rebel Gen. Walker, of the Texaa

troops. Edwin M Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 30 .Secretary Stanton to tien. Dix.
Washington, May 22.10 P. M

To Major Gen. Dix : On Friday evening Gen. Grant
commenced a movement for tbe purpose of compelling
Loo to abandon his position at 8potfVlvania, Jbe details
uf which, fcr obvious reasons, should not be made public
)t has thus fsr progressed successfully. Longatreet*
corps started south at one o'clock on Friday night.an
hour and a half afier Hancock ioafed. Ewoll's corps
followed Longstreet last night.
Tbe indications are that tbe rebftl army haa fallen back

beyond the North Anna. Hoke's brigade has joined Lee
Tbe movement of Gen. Grant has thus far been accom¬

plished without any sever* engagement or se-iom inter-
rqption. We now occupy Guiney's 8tatmn, Milford Sta¬
tion, and south of the Matapony on that line.
A despatch received this morning from Qen. Canby,

dated May 14, at the mouth of the Red river, says : " We
have rumors to-day from rebel souroes that the gunboats,
except two, succeeded in getting over the falls at Alexan¬
dria on the day mentioned in Gen. Banks's despatch."
No deapatches have been recoivod to day from Gen.

Butler.
Despatches from Kingston state that Gen. Sherman's

forces are resting and replenishing their supplies.
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 31.Secretary Stanton to General Dir..
Washington, May 23.1.35 p. M.

Major Gen. Dix : Deapatches from Msjor Gen. Canby
dated mouth of Red river, midnight, May IB, state that
" Admiral Porter has just arrived. The remainder of the
gunboat* will arrive to-night. Gen. Banks will probably
reach Semmesport, on the Atcbafalaya, tomorrow" A
despatch from Admiral Porter, dated on board the flag-ship
Black Hawk, mouth of the Red river, May 16, states that the
portion of the squadron above the falls at Alexandria have
been released from their unpleasant position, owing to the
indefatigable exertions of Lieut. Col. Bailey, acting engineer
of the Nineteenth Army Corps, who proposed and built a

tree dam of aix hundred feetaerosa the river, at tbe lower
falls, which enabled the vessels to pass in safety to the
back water of the Mississippi, reaching Alexandria, and al¬
lowed them to pass over all the shoals and the obstruc¬
tions planted by the enemy to a point of safety. Lieut
Col. Bailey will be immediately nominated for promo
tion, for distinguished and meritorious services. An on

official report from Cairo, dated May 22, states that tbe
army and gunboata were all aafe at tbe month of Red river
and Semmesport.

Major. Gen. 8herman, by a despatch dated 8 SO P M
"I""1" "."»»"! r«4, b,

bi. "porfttlnna. k.
haw, mnrf, than rrplscsd all itMj rt.ta^bniAnt.
W# hav« DO offiaitl reporb aiooa 017 tat lekgram from

«.*. ttrui .* t**. a«ti*r OAeUi
meat show that, within tight dijt after tbs |r**t battis ol
Spottsylvanla Court-House, uiauy thousand veteran troops
k»?« boeu forwarded to Ueu. Grant. The whole army hM
been amply supplied with full rations of subsistence. Up¬
ward* of twenty thousaud sick and wounded have been
transported from the fields of battle to the Washington
hospitals aud placed under sur|(ioal care. Over eight
thousand prisoners have been transported from the field
U> the prison depot, aud a large amount of artillery
aud other impodimeuts of au active campaign brought
away. Several thousand fresh cavalry horses have
beeu forwarded to the army, aud the grand Army of
the Potomac is now fully as strong in numbers.bet¬
ter equipped, supplied, aud furnished.m when the caiu-

paigu opened. Several thousand reiuforc ements have also
been forwarded to other armies in the field, and ample
supplies to all during the fame time. Over thirty thousand
volunteers for a hundred days have been mustered into
serviee.clothed, armel, equipped, and transported to their
respective positions. This statement is due to the ehiefs
of the army staff and bureaus, and their respective oorps,
to whom the oredit belongs.

Edwin M Stanton, Secretary of War.

No. 32.Secretary Stanton to Gtneral Dix
Washington, May 24.10 :i0 P. M.

To Mttjor General Dix : A despatch from Geo. Grant
dated at eleven o'clock last uight states that tne army
moved from its position to the North Anna, following close¬
ly Lee's army.
The Fifth and Sixth Corps marched by way of Harris's

Store to Jericho Ford, and the Fifth Corps succeeded in
effecting a crossing aud getting a position without much
opposition. Shortly after, however, they were violently
attacked, and handsomely repulsed the assault without
much loss to us. We captured some prisoners. Eveiy
thing looks exceedingly favorable to us.

Another despatch, giving in detail the movements of our
oorps and speakiug of the rebel assault on Warren's posi¬
tion, says:

" He waft attacked with great vehemence. I have never
heard more rapid massive tiring either of artillery or mua-
ketry. The attaok resulted in a destructive repulse of the
enemy. At the position attacked by Hancock the tebels
were entrenched and in considerable force betweeu the
oreek he had crossed and tbe river, aud made a pertina¬cious resistance to his onset, but before dark he had foroed
them from their works and driven them across the stream."

It is also said that in these engagements the slaughter
of the enemy was very great, but our losses inconsidera¬
ble. The rebels charged against our artillery, and suffered
especially from canister.
A despatch from Gen. Grant, dated this morning at eight

o'olock, has been received. It is stated that tbe enejny
have fallen back from the North Anna and we are in pur¬
suit. Negroes who have come iu say that Lee iq falling
back to Kicbmond.
Other official despatches from headquarters say that

Warren, Burnside, and Hancock are pushing forward after
the retreating army. Gen. Warren captured a good uum-
ber of prisoners last evening, but has not had time to count
them, or ascertain his loss. Hancock, in storming the rifle
pits this side of tho river last evening, also took between
one and two hundred prisoners, and drove many rebels info
the river, where they were drowned. Warren also cap¬
tured some official papers, amongst them an order calling
out all boys of seventeeu years of age to garrisou Rich¬
mond. Ambulance men aud musicians are also ordered to
the rauks.

Sheridan was this morning at Duukirk, aud will be at
Milford to-night.
No despatches have been received to-day from Gen.

Sherman, and none are expected for several days.
Despatches from Gen. Butler have beeu reoeived to-day

relative chiefly to the respective forces. Admiral Lee, in
a telegram dated the 22d to the Secretary of the Navy,
states that " last night (Saturday night) tho enemy attack*
ed the army and were handsomely repulsed."
A despatch ftom Major Gen. Canby, dated the 18th, at

the mouth of Aed river, states that " Gen. Banks's troopa
arrived at Seminesport yesterday, and will reach Morgan-
sea to day. The army is in belter condition than was ex¬
pected, aud will soon be ready to assume offensive opera¬
tions." Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War.

THE METHODIST CHURCH AND SLAVERY.
On Tuesday lust the General Conference of the Method -

lit Episcopal Church, now in aession at Philadelphia,
passed, by a vote of 240 to 8, au amendment to]the " rule"
on slavery. This General Rule haa hitherto only forbidden
" tbe buying aud aelhug of meu, women, and ehildren,
with tbe iutention to enslave them ; " the amendment for¬
bids alao tbe holding of slaves, and when it ia paaaed by
three-fourths of tbe annual Conferences,-a* it doubtless
will be, alavery will be entirely expelled from thia one of
the Christian churches.
* Tbe body which baa thus declared itself in favor of unL
versal liberty, aa a religious duty, meet* once in bar yeara,
and conaiata of delegate* from fifty annual cnaferoncea, re

presenting 9,922 churchea or aooietiea, and 918,650 mem¬
bers, who are found in every free State, and in uioat of tbe
Border alave States. Though eight member* voted againafc
the amendment, even these did not acknowledge themselves
in favor of alaveholding, except under certain restriction*;
the minority report which they submitted and advocated
proposed only to amend the general rule ao aa to forbid
" tbe aetling of human being*, or the buying or holding
them, eicept for reasons purely humane." With the ma-

jority, forbidding all slaveholding, voted all the delegate*frdfti Miaaouri and Arkansas, and the greater portion of
thoae from Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky,and Weat Vir¬
ginia.
The Methodist " Book of Diacipline" declares " that

we are a* much aa ever convinced of the great evil
of alavery. We believe that tbe buying, selling, or holdingof bHrnan beings, to be naed a* chattel*, ia contrary to the
law* of God and nature, and inconaistent with the goldenrule, and with that rule in our diacipline which require*all who desire to continue among ua to 4 do no harm,' and
to ' avoid evil of every kind. We therefore affectionatelyadmonish all our preacher* and people to keep themselves
pure from thin great evil, and to seek ita extirpation by all
lawful and christian measures." But the General Confer¬
ence of 1H60 declared this passage to be only " advi>ory."

Until the year 1844 the Methodiata in the whole United
State* were joined in one body. In that year a division
took place, the Methodiata of the Southern State* weed¬
ing in a body, and setting up a separate organisation, the
" Methodist Episcopal Church Senth " The cause of thia
aeceaaion waa slavery ; aud tbe Houtbern body became
from time to time more and more opculy a alaveholdingchurch. It ceased to bear witness against the evil* of
slavery ; became next strongly pro-slavery and finally the
influence of it* numerou* minister* and journal* waa oast,
almost without exception, in favor of seoessioo. The*
Southern Methodist Churoh was, in fact, on-) of-the moat
powerful agencie* in the work which Mr. Yancey properlycallod " firing the southern heart, and precipitating tho
South into revolution." Mr. Calhoun foresaw thia, and
expreaaed his joy at the aeocsaion of 1844. The influence
this pro-slavery organization waa able to wield in favor of
treaaou and rebellion may be estimated from its numbers.
It contained, in 1H59, 2,166 travelling preachers, 5,177
local preachera, and 511,601 member*; 21 college* for
young men, and 2H college* and 27 high schools for young
women, and 10 journal*.8 of them weekly. In all oi
the*e journals the Justice of slaverv and the righteousnessand necessity of seoession were jealously taught.The Northern Methodist Church, though it continaed
to declare tbe wickedness of slavery, atill admitted slave¬
holders to membership ; until the outbreak of the war a
considerable p*rty justified this course, while a smaller
section demanded even greater latitude for slaveholders,
or at least less interference with them by the ohurch. It
will require a year to procure the ratification by the u-
nual conferences of the amendment just adopted at Phila¬
delphia; but this ratification is held to be certain.

I Ntiui York Evening P«*t.

DESTRUCTION OF REBEL SALT WORKS.

The Navy Department has received a communication
from the United States barque Ethan Allen, blockading
ofT Murrell's Inlet, 8' nth Carolina, reporting the destruc¬
tion of valuable salt works. The works were at a place
called Cane Pitch, twelve mile* fVoin the Inlet. Upon
reaching tbe work* an armed crew waa sent ashore, who
succeeded in destroying them and burning the buildings.
Extensive arrangements had been made for extending the
works to double their sise. The pans were of cast iron,
and easily broken. There were four works, each contain¬
ing twelve large pan*, the water being raised from the
beach by horse power, leading into a mater* large enough
to cantain one bnndred thousand) gallons. The salt waa
destroyed.


